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International Mother Language Day

Today is International Mother
Language Day. This day aims to
promote awareness of linguistic
and cultural diversity and to
promote multilingualism. It also
promotes the preservation and
protection of all languages
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Qatar Finland School hosts 59
different nationalities and isn't
stopping. QFI School also hosts
different  languages, such as
Mandarin, Portuguese, French, and
even Kurdish. QFI School has
created an environment where all
differences are respected and
appreciated.
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Celebrating International Mother
Language Day !

This edition of bridges will be
showcasing students'’ and
parents’ thoughts and articles on
the Mother language.
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PRESERVING THE MOTHER

LANGUAGE

Substantial theoretical and empirical literature documents the importance
of a child’s mother tongue in ensuring meaningful and effective learning
during the early years of education (Rhan, 2018). It has been argued that
second or foreign language instruction limits the cognitive development of
primary school students (Cummins, 2001), resulting in teacher-centered
approaches (Brock-Utne, 2005), safe language practices (Martin, 2005), and
poor educational outcomes (Rao, 2013). Although there is overwhelming
evidence that children learn best in and through their mother tongue(s), in
many situations, mother tongue-based education cannot be sufficiantly
provided. One of these situations can be found in international schools.

It has been noted that the medium of instruction in the vast majority of
international schools worldwide is English (Hayden & Thompson, 2015).
Moreover, research shows that the prospect of an English-medium
education is one of the major factors influencing parents (both native
English speakers and speakers of other languages) to choose an
international school education for their child (MacKenzie, 2003). The most
central characteristic shared by English-medium international schools,
beside their high tuition fees, is that a large number of their students are
not fluent and literate in English as the main language of instruction. These
ESL students are not only learning English but also learning through
English and need to do it quickly. This has been considered as the main
challenge faced by English-medium international schools, alongside other
issues, such as culture shock experienced by new students and teachers as
well as the lack of initial tanning and continuing professional development
for teachers supporting students to maintain their mother tongues (Mertin,
2018).

Carder (2018) argues that students in English-medium international
schools live in a bubble of internationalism where English is the language of
the school for academic and social purposes but not for the wider
environment. Mertin (2018) argues that the international schools may fail
the ideals of a truly international school if “students are expected to leave
at the school gates not only their language but their culture and required to
speak only English throughout the day, and mother tongue is banned” (p. 7).

This is a call for international schools’ management, parents, and teachers
to promote and maintain students’ mother tongue(s) through curricular and
extracurricular programs.

Hadeel Alkhateeb, PhD

Language Policy and Language Planning
Qatar University

L.a vie est belle

- French

huwn

Rh Fi PA Z Mbo L.t‘: 5 IPtA]rlmx”&”ﬁnﬁ
N, e~ :

.I -ml-' PEAEE[:‘;nVn’Q s

N3383000mds barls

IHX TauBaH




A'Look Back'- Poetry
from-a Small European
Country

= This is a quote by a very famous
.103, KOUTO TajiHe q y y

Bulgarian poet, author, and
revolutionary fighter with the name
B 6oii 3a cBob0ja, Hristo Botev. It refers back to the time

when the country was still fighting for
. independence in the 1800s and portrays
Toun He ymupa: some wise ideas. The literal translation
is “He, who falls in the fight for freedom,
does not die: he is wanted by the land
and the sky, by the villain and nature,
and singers sing songs about him.” The
3BsIp U IPUPOJa, meaning is that if you withstand
challenges and fight for the sake of
people’s freedom, you become immortal
in a way. You are remembered by many
as an ethical and respected individual.

Hero kenasart 3emMs U Hebe,

N neBuM necHu

3a Hero nedr.

Kristina Dimitrova
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eneral News

Ministry of public health in Qatar encourages citizens
to take the coronavirus vaccine. As of right now,

vaccinations are being prioritized for elders and
citizens with urgency. However, there are centers that
provide the vaccine for everyone, let's end this Virus
once and for all, take your vaccinations.

Cases in Qatar have been increasing over the past
weeks, however, this increase is controllable. Kindly
take covid precautions seriously like wearing a mask
and maintaining social distancing.

Study Tip Cornner

When you are studying, get everything you need ready and remove any possible sources of
interference.

Find a quiet space and inform your family members to not interrupt.

Don't study with a hungry stomach.

Have water beside you at all times.

Turn off notifications on social media or delete them.

Before you start, take a deep breath and relax.

Write down goals you want to achieve while studying.

Remember to reward yourself after done studying.

Look for other alternatives if these methods don’t work for you

If you have any questions about studying, please send a letter to our email: bridgesqfi@gmail.com
we will answer them in our next edition or privately.

Zengru Zheng (Kiki)



Joke page

HAVE A LAUGH BREAK

You know a
sentence is coming
to an end when
you see this:




Events in Qatar

Date: 16 February to 28 February 2021.
Location: Your homel

Qatar Musuem's virtual field trips are
targeting a new audience, this time they bring
NMoQ to your homes. Over the weekend
families can explore Qatar’s history through
the lens of the museum guides. Falta and
Durrah will join the tour and bring fun
interactive challenges. Let’s see how many
points you and your family will collect!

Qumra
Doha Film Institute presents Qumra, an Qumra 2021

initiative that seeks to provide mentorship,

nurturing, and hands-on development for Online /
filmmakers from Qatar and around the / e
world. / I

Now Accessible / ‘

Over the past six years, Qumra has been a
one-of-a-kind professional incubator crucial
to the success of filmmakers from the Arab

to Global Audiences

world and beyond. Due to the COVID-19 Save The Date
outbreak, with an awareness of 12-17 March
responsibility towards the health and safety //

of valued guests and partners, the 2021
edition of Qumra will be fully celebrated Qumra.film
online.




